
C. Transportation and Pedestrian Improvements

Pedestrian Improvements

Goal:

l Enhance the vision of the urban village as a place where it is pleasant to walk and use
alternative transportation, where streetscapes are lively, friendly places, and where
roadways are seen as public access for walkers, bikers, and buses as well as cars.

Policies:

1. Remove barriers to and create enhancements to pedestrian safety along key pedestrian
streets within the urban village.

2. Seek improvements such as crosswalks, pedestrian activated crossing signals,
signage. curb bulbs or other devices that will improve pedestrian safety along Beacon
Avenue that support increased access to shopping and transit.

3. Provide for improved pedestrian access and safety to a new North Beacon Hill Library
through the location and design of the new library and surrounding streets and
walkways.

Key Hecommendations:

CalmIng  Traffic for Pedestrians:
I. lnstclll  a pedestrian signal and crosswalk at S. Lander St. and Beacon Ave S.

2. ln\tall a “ladder-type configuration” crosswalk marking at S. McClellan St. and 15’h
Avc s

3. Reparm a11 existing crosswalks with the “ladder-type” configuration at:

. lJth Ave S. and Beacon Ave S.

l 15th  Ave S. and Beacon Ave S.
l S. McClellan St. and Beacon’Ave  S.
l S. Forest St. and Beacon Ave S.
l S. Hanford St. and Beacon Ave S.
l S. Spokane St. and Beacon Ave S.

. I 7’h Ave. S. and S. McClellan St.
4. In\t~ll  Curb Bulbs at intersections to reduce pedestrian walking distance at the

f;dlch4  1°F locations:
. AI a11 locations specified in the previous paragraph, plus these additional

rnter3ections:
l S. Stevens  St. and Beacon Ave S.
l S. Horton SI. and Beacon Ave S.
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l S. Hinds St. and Beacon Ave S.
5. Install appropriate pedestrian enhancements at the new proposed Beacon Hill Library

(location to be determined).
6. Provide sidewalks on both sides of every street within the Urban Village area where

there are currently none.

,

Transit Service

Goal:

l As the population of the area increases and the urban village improvements attract
more people to the area, transit service should increase. Service to the Urban Village
should be improved.

Policies:

1. Recognize the current high levels of transit ridership on North Beacon Hill and
support improvements to transit systems to encourage continued transit ridership and
less reliance on the automobile.

7-. Work with Metro Transit and Sound Transit to improve transit connections between
other neighborhoods.  future modes and routes of transit, and scheduling of transit to
create  a seamless transportation network for the neighborhood.

3. A\ piu-~  of the planning for future transit improvements. recognize that Metro Transit-
K\;lnF Count!.  will be doing the followrng  items in the near future:
l On RI. 36. extending the existmg trolley wires that currently end at Dawson St. to

Yl~rtle  St. tn the next two years, with service commencing in February 2000. This
rrnpro\  cment  will spread overcrowdrng passengers on existing Rainier Beach
dtc\cl trrp\  IO Myrtle St. trolley trips. and will bc a big help for the neighborhood.

l On RI ho. weekday da-ytime route exrension to South Park and White Center in
FC~VIIJ~  1999.  sight and weekend extensions to follow later.

0 .Al\rb  on Kt. 60. limited weekday night service added in February 1999 primarily to
kt’r\c  Scatrle Central Communlr~  College night classes.

. .+I nr’u enhanced Transit Tran:,fer  Statron  will be built at Beacon and
I-llncter/>l~CleIlan  Streets in sprrng  I999  (Joint project with SEATRAN).

l&y lkomnwndations:

3letro transit service to the Urban Village area proper should be improved in the
follow@  wa?s: In community priority order:
1. Rt.  36 night\ and weekends: Look at switching from standard (40 foot) to Articulated

BLIP  ((70 foot I buhes  as a short term solution. Increase frequencies to the following,
once  LISK (Sound Transn’s Light Rail System) is operational (2005),  assuming no
Beacon  Hill Statron:
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l Nights: Every 15 minutes
l Weekend daytime: Every 12 minutes.

2. Extend Rt. 38 to serve the SOD0 (south of downtown) neighborhood, to provide
work and shopping access for Urban Village patrons and provide some inter-SOD0
circulation. This route extension will be jointly discussed and planned with the
Greater Duwamish Industrial planning effort.

3. Rt. 36 Local weekday: Add additional peak trips as appropriate to alleviate
overcrowding including midday and reverse peak periods. Ensure a consistent IO-.
minute headway between Beacon/Myrtle and Downtown, and a 20-minute  headway
between Rainier Beach and Beacon/Myrtle. Improvements could include:

l AM Peak: Ensure a 7.5-minute headway between Beacon/Myrtle and
Downtown.

l PM Peak: Ensure a 20-minute headway on the diesel Rainier Beach trips.
4. Provide Rt. 60 nighttime service until 12 PM (or later) every night and examine the

use of smaller vehicles if possible for night operations.
5. Reroute Rt. 36 express to serve the Urban Village, so that this route would serve as a

backup to the local route, and not duplicate service on Columbian Way. Add 1 PM
trip to serve the 3:30 PM work shifts.

6. Insure that two routes with a high level of service connect the urban village to a
Rainier Valley rail stations. (Rt. 36 at Holly Park Station and Rt. 38 at McClellan St.
Station)

Transit Facilities: Metro Transit-King County Transit does not have a high visibility on
Beacon  Hill in the form of facilities. Also. there is a severe litter problem at bus zones.

3letro Transit Facilities should be improved in the following ways:

1. Install in-lane bus stops on Beacon Ave S. I4 th Ave S.. lSth  Ave S. and S.
Columhian  Way for # 36 and # 60 routes as part of Beacon Ave. improvements.

2. install  additional bus shelters along the Rt. 36 route inbound.

3. Comhlne  the existing RI. 36 (at Beacon and McClellan) and Rt. 60 (at 16’h and
~Klcllan  ) stops to a new combmed Beacon and Under stop once the pedestrian
signal  is installed there as part of a transit  transfer station on Beacon Ave.

-I. RCI~KC;IIC  the existing S. Hind\ St. huh  stop further north for better spacing between
the S. Spokane St. and S. Hanford SI. bus zones. The S. Spokane St. stop would
rcm3in  31 its present Iocatlon.

5. hlovc  the existing S. Horton St. far side bus stop to near side S. Hinds St. (in front of
HoIlLcnd  Dutch). to allow better usage  for those  living near Spokane St., and better bus
stop spacing.

6. M’ork  with governmental agencies and the Beacon Hill Chamber and Adopt-A-Street
volunteer\ to resolve the litter problem at bus shelters.

Sound Transit LINK (I ight Hail) Station

Goal:
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l Work with Sound Transit to provide future access to the LINK Light Rail system
through the establishment of a fully developed neighborhood station at Beacon Ave.
and S. Lander St. or through improved transit linkages to future stations.

Note:  The Sound  Transit  staff  recommendation for the proposed  light rail  station for Beacon Hill. and
opportunities  for involvement  in the Ci? of Seattle’s  station  area planning for a Beacon Hill  station came
late  it] the neighborhood  planning process and have  not  been fully realized in this  plan  document.

Discussion:
At this time. Sound Transit is studying a possible underground light rail station on
Beacon Hill as part of the LINK Draft Environmental Impact Statement Process.  This
evaiuation will be done in February 1999. The station is part of the Lander St. tunnel
alignment, and would pass directly underneath the Urban Village business core area. In
addition. Sound Transit is studying another Beacon Hill Tunnel alignment roughly below
the Massachusetts Street right-of-way. If chosen. no station is recommended in this area
due to the predominately residential nature of the area.

Recommendations for Sound Transit:
I. The plan supports a full build-out Beacon Hill station at S. Lander and Beacon Ave.

in the first phase of Sound Transit light rail system. if the Lander St. Tunnel
alignment  i\ chosen as the preferred alternative.

’-. The dcvclopment  of a Beacon Hill light rail station shall consider neighborhood
concern\ for safety. construction and post construction impacts, parking, litter control,
ae\thctlc$.  noise and air pollution and effects on property values.

-3. 11. Sound  Tmnhit  does decide to build the LLlnder  tunnel alignment without an
undqrcjund  StatIon  in the first phase, then recommend the following increased transit
~cn.~cr‘ for route5  # 36 and # 38. Coordinate future transit service with LINK light
rail \c’r\ 11~ and schedules.

J. The  C’lr! \hould  support the Rainier Valley community’> desire for a tunnel option for
the IlghI rclll  tilrgnment  but not at the expcnsc  of a Beacon Hill station.

Recommendations to Metro Transit: If Lander Tunnel alignment is used, and no
station.
I Kt .10 Ircquency  improvements:

l f’c;lk-  ever)’ S minutes
l 14 eekJti\~  middav:  e\‘en’  7.5 rnlnu(c$
l Saturda!, D+Time:  eve? IO minutes
l Sundq Dq?ime: every I2 minute\
l Sir@\: Early - e\‘ery  12 minutes:  Mid - every 15 minutes, late - every 30

fmnutc\.
2. RI ?S trcqucnc\  Improvements:

l I.)~~t~mc:  every 10 minutes.
l Slghr:  e\q’ IS minutes.

3. Conhldcr  3&htlon~I  sewice  for # 36 and # 70 routes to connect to the University
Dl\(rlct  Ict kttcr scrvc student and Universit),  employees  on Beacon Hill.
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Neighborhood Traffic Calming arid Safety

G o a l :

l Create a residential urban village in which neighborhood traffic functions efficiently
and safely and provide traffic calming devices at strategic locations that improve
pedestrian safety. Traffic calming improvements should also discourage through
traffic “short cutting” through neighborhood to avoid arterial bottlenecks.

Policies:

1. Recognize the existing residential character of many streets within the urban village
and support mechanisms to protect these streets from increased traffic.

2. M’ork with SEATRAN to implement neighborhood traffic calming control devices
and strategies to protect local residential streets from through traffic, short-cutting,
high volumes. high speed traffic as growth occurs within the urban village.

3. Recognize the unique topographic and locational situation of North Beacon Hill to
ma-jor  arterials, freeway access points, and new sports stadiums destinations and how
this effects traffic in the neighborhood. Seek ways to mitigate these impacts on
residential street systems.

-I. Recognize the unique conditions along Beacon Avenue as it cuts diagonally across the
rcgul~ north/south and east/west street grid and creates irregular intersections and
d~flicultle~  for pedestrian crossings.

h;e!. Recommendations to SEATRAN:

1. Install  a free right arrow at Beacon  Ave S. and lSth Avenue S. (From Beacon Ave S.

S\~urhbound  to lSth Ave S. Southbound). similar to the northbound to northbound

nto\‘cntcnt.  Thi\  would allow autos to make a free right turn on the 15th Ave S.

northbound movement cycle. and hopefully dissuade people from using I 4’h Avenue
S. LI\ a \huncut.

2 In\ttill  ~Jdttional  traffic circles or other traffic calming devices on 14th Ave S. at S.

Stc\.cnlr St.. S. McClellan St.. and S. Lander St. mid-block on 14’h Ave S.
3 Con\,cn  l-llh  Ave. S. between S. Bayview St. and Beacon Ave. S. (a short one block

wgmcnt ) into a one-way northbound street with a chicane at the 141h Ave. S. and
Bellcon  Ave. S. intersection (SW comer) to address speeding and cut through
prohlcm4.

3. Estahltsh  ;I residential parking zone (RPZ) around the PAC-MED campus as part of
redevelopment of the campus as an office complex to mitigate impacts to ad.jacent
resrdcntial  areas.
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5. Install traffic circles at 17’h Ave S. and S. Stevens St., Lafayette Ave S. and S. Horton
St., and Lafayette Ave S. and S. Hinds St., and 16’h Ave S. and S. Hinds St.

6. Install traffic circles at 18’h Ave S and S. Stevens St., 18’h  Ave S. and S. Hanford St.,

18’h Ave S. and S. Horton St., and 18’h Ave S. and S. Hinds St.

7. To improve the safety of the 17’h Ave S./S. Forest St./Beacon Ave S. intersection:

J Make 171h Avenue S. between S. Forest St. and S. Stevens St. one-way
southbound.

- Make 17th  Avenue S. between S. Forest St. and S. McClellan St. one-way
northbound.

Arterial improvements in the Urban Village area proper:

Goal:
l Beacon Avenue Boulevard should link the neighborhood together throughout the

entire neighborhood planning area and should support the urban design and
transportation goals for the urban village.

Discussion: Beacon Avenue S. Corridor. This avenue is the main north-south arterial
along the top of Beacon Hill and serves 10 connect most activity centers. It is wide
enough for two lanes in each direction. ye1 traffic volumes rarely warrant more than one
lane.  Spccdrng  is a problem throughout Beacon Avenue. South of Spokane St., Beacon
is a divided Olmsted Boulevard. hut north of there ia a ordinary community thoroughfare.
The cir!, has obtained funding 10 improve the median  between S. Spokane and Cheasty
Blvd. S.

Policies:

1. Beacon Avenue Boulevard should provide enhanced streetscapes as well as pedestrian
and h~cyclc  improvements. and should contrrbute  to an &proved  image of the
buNtnc\\  dthtrict.

2. Rccogntre Bcxon Ab,enue  as a “Key Pcdestrmn  Srreet”  and encourage improvements
nrcnhlrncc  II\ f‘unclron~l  uw and ph!,\rcal  appexrncc.

3. N’ork with  the North Beacon  Hill Chamber of Commerce. propeny  owners,
bu\rnc\\es. SEATRANS. Metro Tram11  and Sound Transit to improve the quality and
appcxance of Beacon  Avenue.

Key Recommendations:

Upgrade Beacon  Avenue S. with the following improvements:
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1. Between S. Spokane St. and Cheasty Blvd. S. through Jefferson Park: Median
reconstruction will take place in the spring of 1999. Construction will be complete by
l a t e  1 9 9 9 .

3&. Between S. Spokane St. and 14’h Avenue S, reconfigure into three-lane configuration
(one travel lane in each direction, and center turn lane); bicycle signed street and on-
street parking in both sides of street. Provide curb cuts for parking, repair broken
curbs or unnecessary curb cuts, and get rid of parking over curb that is common on
Beacon Hill streets. Also provide additional street lighting, and street trees as
appropriate. This lane reconfiguration would continue the same proposed traffic
pattern as in the median redesign within Jefferson Park.

l The first phase would implement all neighborhood-calming recommendations
mentioned in Strategy 3.

l The second phase would have SEATRAN perform a traffic modeling study.
l Later phases would implement the plan.
l Further studies will determine if a landscaped median is appropriate or not.

3. In the heart of the Urban Village (S. Forest St. to 14’h  Ave S.), coordinate street
design  with Urban Village design.

l Hariotralc: The “Less is More Solution  “: The three lane solution.
A J-lane configuration for Beacon Avenue is recommended to best benefit
trti\xiers. There would be one unimpeded through lane in each direction with a
ccnrcr  turn lane between. Improvements to Beacon Ave. between Spokane and
IJIh Ave. will not take place until after the development of the new median
\qmcnt  through Jefferson Park is completed and operating for a while under the
3-12x configuration lo test result%.

Ali un Itr r’c* t tlrc:

* Pc*llcsrrirrn.v  can cross one lane aI a Gttrc  h,v \r*trilitl.q  in the center lane. Median
wtrcpc*.\.  \cidcr  siden~a1k.s  and ctws~~w1k.r  cm hc added to help.

l l’clrAulkq  lanes (on both  sides of the strce~  I ~*orrld  not impede rhrough st-a@c.  The
.i-i,4rrc cwt!fi8q14rariott  rrw14ld  ha rse more ctrp4cir_\.  rhar a d-lane configuration. which
t~llo~~~.~  Iqfr. mrtl.sSfmtt~  Ilre inside tru\.el lute and parking rhar somerimes,  impede
\trli~Uh  truffic  ttm~etricns.. .

0 l.c.tl lurtl pix,kets uI ttiaj~,r  inlcrsc~cfrons.
l ( ‘0rtc.r turn lutti~~for  lt$ funi.\  uttd.for  g:olns  trrortnd ohsracles  between

rtrlc~r.\t~~‘flotl.~.

l Kftrm /t)r uddiriotiul  Iut-tt signuls  u1 twjor ittrrrsections.

l 17,~  Iurrt*.\ uppent- nut-hm~er so drir*c*r.v  twnt~ull~  slm~ down.
l ,\lf*rr* rfum /i)r hic-Jc*lfl  1trtle.s.

l Crrnflnues I/w proposed  It-ti\~el law It-u\-el  putrrm.furriier norrh.

lSth Avenue S. between Beacon Ave S. and S. Massachusetts St.
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Continue the Beacon Avenue “Boulevard treatment” with street trees, improved street
lighting, curb extensions, and channelization to define one vehicular lane and one bicycle
lane in each direction.

McClellan St. between 18’ Ave S. and 17th Ave S.
1. Provide a left turn pocket for eastbound and westbound S. McClellan St. at the

Beacon Ave S. intersection for those turning onto Beacon Ave S
2. Widen McClellan St. in the vicinity of the Red Apple service driveway to allow

trucks, to maneuver better.
3. Study traffic signal timing at Beacon Ave. and McClellan St.
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D. Open Space and Urban Design

Goals:
l To provide open space amenities and design guidelines for future development within

the Residential Urban Village that benefits the neighborhood and contributes to a
livable environment.

l To create a “sense of place” within the Urban Village through open space and urban
design elements for residence and to improve the overall business district image and
identify.

Discussion: Within the North Beacon Hill Residential Urban Village there is a need for
additional open space amenities that meet the criteria set forth in the City’s
Comprehensive Plan. While a portion of the urban village is served by facilities such as
the Beacon Playground, areas close to the core of the village would benefit from
additional open space. Two types of open space amenities will contribute to an improved
mixed-use  retail core within the urban village. These are Civic Spaces and Vital Streets.

Civic Spaces

Puhiic  open  spaces or Chic  Spruces  such as courtyards. plazas, small pocket parks and
communit>,  gardens will provide the urban village areas with areas for informal gathering,
cl\*ic f’uncilons.  ceremonial activities. paqsive  recreation and contemplation. These may
be hu111  ti\ pcln of private commercial or residential developments or part of public open
$~XY rrcqul5ltlon.\  through open space and park bonds. Other opportunities for open
\pllce  C~XJIJ hc part of public capital t’ucilities  such as the library, a new post office. transit
t’crciIltlr\  or partnerships with private or non-profit development within the urban village.

\‘ital StreeL\

\‘rtcr/ JIICY*I\  rcfcr\  10 area.4 along rhc public right-of-way including the vehicular street,
\IL~cL~\~I~\  and the building3  fronting onto  the street. They include the streetscape
clcnIcn\\ Nuch ;L> street  tree>. plantIny  strips. lighting, benches. signage. weather
prt\rcirliln  and huildlng  design. Key rn the creation of a active and livable urban village is
;111 ~L~IIC.  pcdchrnan-oriented srreetscapc.  Key streets such as Beacon Avenue within the
fjc.lc.ccrl  f 1111 I.‘rhrrn  Village husme)r\  core  should provide a distinctive. attractive and safe
pdc\trI.ln  cn\‘lronment  for the nelghhorhood.

L\l\llng  2nd  future commercial and rmxed  use buildings fronting onto these key
pcdcNtr1;1n >lrt’eta  should  reinforce the “street edge” definition of the streetscape by
trc\ntln;  Jlrccrly on(c)  the sidewalk and by providing weather protection and have highly
\.lNibltl  cc~nltncrci~l  ~‘Kx&. Slgnagc  should hc pedestrian oriented and scaled. Beacon
Aicnuc  \hk)uld  hti\,c  ;t dlsrtnctive  character and a unique neighborhood image that
supr.)n\  cxls[lng  and future business  activity and provide an “outdoor living room” for
re5ldcnl4  l~\,ing  Ltdjaccnt  to it.
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Policies:

1.

36.

3- .

4.

Seek to create additional public open space amenities within the urban village through
future public acquisition and private development.

Recognize that public streets are part of the open space network within the urban
village and strive to improve the physical character and quality of the key pedestrian
streets.

Consider the development of pedestrian and bicycle trails through publicly owned
greenbelts throughout North Beacon Hill.

Develop through public and public/private partnerships at key locations within the
commercial core along Beacon Avenue, small civic open spaces, gateways,
landscaped features and pedestrian streetscape amenities.

Keg Recommendations:

Civic Spaces

1. Support the development of a new 10,000 square foot library within the urban village
and uork u,rth the Seattle Library system to provide public open space on the site of
the new library such as entry plazas or outdoor reading areas.

7-. Seek open space mitigation as part of any future Sound Transit LINK light rail
alrgnmcnt  under Beacon Hill and any htatron  development .within  the urban village.

3. Suppc~-~  future bond issues for open space acquisrtton  of sites that support the urban
\,illage  snd the larger neighborhood pl~nntnp  ;LrctL.

-I. >l~tnt.un  and upgrade existing parks. playground.\.  and greenbelt  open spaces.

l’ital StrtwL4

1. Dc\el~~p  3 Beacon  Avenue Boulevard streetscape standards that includes sidewalk
u.idcntng  at key pedestrian crosswalks. ~pectal  street lighrmp.  hanging seasonal
tlcju  cr bt&cts.  banners. unified street  fumtture such as pedestrian benches, trash
cc>ntdtncrs.  newspaper vendmg  m;lchrnedstands and message kiosks.

2. Fill rn the “pap\” of mis\tng street  tree\ Along  key pedestrian streets within the urban
t II1;1L’c.

3. D&lop dcstgn  gutdellnes  for future commercial and mixed-use buildings that
Include  \t;Lnd;Lrds  for srgnage.  street  level retail. facade transparency and modulation,
u e;lthcr  protection, parkmp  access, and materials that are specific to the Beacon Hill
netghbclrhood.

4. Crcarc “g;ttc~~v  entrance%” to the urban village at key locations such as Beacon Ave.
and S. Srcicnx Street and Beacon and 14th and 15th Avenues through the inclusion of
public XI works, specrtil  btinncn or signage. improved landscaping and special paving
rn3tcrt;tl\  on street and 41deti~lks.
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E. Additional Community Recommendations

Following the community-wide Validation Event held on December 5, 1998, the planning
committee held two final meetings to incorporate validation event comments and
additional recommendations into the plan. An additional community recommendation
section was added to the plan and some recommendations were altered, removed, or
added in response to the validation event feedback. The following are the additional
recommendations proposed and voted on by the North Beacon Hill Planning Associati,on
at their final meeting on January 9, 1999:

Housing Preservation and Affordability

1. Many comments were received at the December 51h Validation Event supporting
preservation and creation of affordable housing. Our vision statement for the Urban
.Village  planning supports and emphasizes this goal. We recommend the city support
actions that move toward this goal.

Community Facilities

3a. Many comments were received at the December 51h Validation Event supporting the
development and operation of a culturally diverse performing arts center on Beacon
Hill. n’e recommend the city support action 10 achieve this goal.

Library Siting

3. Re~ptx~.  the comments and in the future make an effort to keep community informed
and Include  eveqone  (including  youth) In the process. Take the history of the El
Ccnlro  Gtc into consideration. Have a public  notlcc  of all meetings for the library
\ltlng

-I. Don’t make  ;! recommendation for a SII~ to the library board and just send the
c’omrncnI\  fom,tird  and let the community and library board make the final site
dcc14lon.
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V. Jefferson Park Concept Plan

Introduction

The purpose of the Jefferson Park Concept Plan is to document the recommendations of
the Beacon Hill community, current and historical, for changes to the configuration and
use of Jefferson Park, the sixth largest park in the City. Jefferson Park is situated at the
heart of the central south end of the city residential core, on Beacon Hill. As such, it is a
significant regional resource for south end neighborhoods and is the central natural
feature of our community of around 50,000 residents. Our plan seeks to address unmet
usable open space needs for Beacon Hill and South end residents. It also strives to create
a real park from 170 acres of prime view park land. which currently is poorly and
inefficiently configured, operated and maintained. Finally it seeks to restore the intent of
the Olmsted legacy to this significant regional park resource.

The amazing history of Jefferson Park has drawn committee members deep into the
discussion  of planning for our park in an way we never anticipated when we began this
process. Visits to the City archives multiplied as we unemhed the wealth of stories and
di3cn\Ge>  to be known in this park. We found in the archive stories of vision and sadly
tihtindoncd  vision.  records of a wide variety of past park uses. We are compelled to
record.  rc\,isll.  and restore some of these past uses.

From the Clt>,‘s homeless to the City’s privileged. from Beacon Hill families and children,
to the !,ouU~ful  heroes of WWII. many people have touched, used, and changed Jefferson
P;lrC; (11 cr the years. The Olmsted Brother3 bndscape  firm created an inspired legacy for
Jcftcr\rJn  Park which needs revisiting.

Our c‘cIrnmI~~cc.  armed with our hislory and research. now knowledgeably presents, with
Ill]- plan. the ncb’  \Gsion  and recommended implementation strategies for Jefferson Park.
:1\ uc r11.1l.c  our recommendations. we are already engaged in the first steps of
Irrlplcmcnllng  our plan. We have momentum. coming out of the planning process, to set
the u tlccI\  In motion on the humerous opponunlries  for immediate change in the park to
bcnct’lt  rhc Hcclcon  Hill community:

l \\ c Jrc plcdscd lo advocare  for the park and have formed the Jefferson Park Alliance
to c’nkurt’  rhat  plan recommcndatlonh  come to fruitlon  and that all City investments in
ttlc  parh fc~-~ard the recommendallons of lhe plan.

l N c drt’ workrng  with the Seattle  Public Utililieh  lo acquire the old water quality
bullJ,ng l(>r ti community an center. Toward that end the Beacon Hill  Culture Club,
our c.omrnunltv  an council IS holding regular meetings.

l The 13cdcon  Hill Culture Club is actively creating recommendations for the design of
~TU tcnilng  around the 1 &hole  golf course. with an immediate focus on the west side
ot ~hc  courhc:  a fence change associated with the Beacon Ave. Median project.
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l Planning committee members are working with Seattle Public Utilities to determine
where and how the fencing around the reservoirs will be moved to accommodate open
space and walking paths.

l Committee members advocated for pedestrian and community friendly changes in the
design of the Crew Maintenance Facility enclosure project.

l We are documenting and publishing the history of the park and educating the
community on the our significant historical relationship to the park.

Our Source of Recommendations: Planning on Beacon Hill

Our recommendations in this plan come from four sources:

1. The 1994 North Beacon Hill Action Plan:
3-. Historical documentation from 19 IO- 199 1 of community interests in the park, copied

from the Sherwood Files. in the City archives;
3. The results of three community check-ins held in 1997 and 1998 which were attended

by approximately 1000 people in total:
4. 1997-  I999  research. deliberations. and formal decision making of the 40 member

Jefferson Park Planning Committee.
5. The Fins1  Validation Event of December Srh.  1998.

Tht Jeffcrhon  Park Planning ‘Committee is one of two arms of the North Beacon Hill
Piunninr  Ax\ociation.  The other half of our association is dedicated to the completion of
the I’rhan  Vill;lFc  recommendations. Jefferson Park and the Urban Village tie identified
3~ the I\~‘o kc\. i\suc areas for additional planning by the 1994 North Beacon Action Plan.
our fir41 anti &)\I comprehensive nelghhorhood  plan for Beacon Hill. Therefore. the
purpo\c of thl\ second  planning period ior Beacon Hill. from 1997-1999.  is to complete
rhc 3ciclltlon91  planning detail recommended for these key issue areas.

Su~rclbl\.  rhc fir\! source\  of our rccommend;ltions  arc the 199 I - 1994 planning period for
Hcticon  11111 clnd  the 199-I Nonh Beacon Hill Action Plan. This plan has significant
rcc’ommcnd~!  Ion\  for addressing the prohlcms  of Jefferson Park. Completion of a Master
I’l.ln tc)r Jct’tcrNcjn  Park is one  of the two ke>.  recommendations of the 1994 North Beacon
11111 ACll~Vl f’l.111

Charrcftcx  dlrnc ;I\ a porn  of that plan prrduced  preliminary design ideas that are
rcrn.&~hl!  cclnNl\tcnt  with  the final design  recommendations of the Jefferson Park
Pi.mnln; C~mrtlltree  and the commumty preferred design option. It is satisfying to note
the conrlnulr!  In the vision put forth by the Iargc numbers of community members
In\,ol\cd 111 rht* pnKc\\  o\‘cr  the yearh.

The  \cccjnd  source  on our recommendations is the body of historical records in the
Shcru cbtri  tile\ 01 the City of Seattle archives. We have duplicated approximately 300
pqc~ (It rn;r!c’r1al\  from thcsc  file>.  read them  all. sorted and collected them around key
I\\LI~\ 3nlj arc>\ of the park. and finally created  3 full display collection and written
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history of the park. We do educational outreach with the community using these
materials. We have included a chapter on the history of Jefferson Park in the full plan.

The history shows us a number of things, but in summary:

1. The Olmsted Brothers Landscape Co. created the first design for the park. It was their
intention that the park serve a variety of community uses and they envisioned
components that would contribute to the social fabric of the community by offering
space for gathering and sharing culture.

3-. Beacon Hill residents have advocated for improvements to serve community needs
since 19 10. Emphases have included ballfields, transportation access, community
center construction, recreation facilities including the addition of a gymnasium,
improved maintenance. and the addition of Asa Mercer Middle School.

3. The park was impacted significantly by changes associated with WWII and Federal
use of the land. The federal government provided little compensation to the City for
changes made by the War Department. What compensation was made, was not
reinvested in the park by the City on behalf of the local community.

4. Historical use of the park by minority residents was opposed, and successfully
reduced. These changes came about through the advocacy of white communiry
residents  during the period of national anti-Asian sentiment prior to WWII. Records
of anti-Asian sentiment in the Sherwood files begin in 1937 and are recorded through
194 1. There  is no clear record indicating why the City instituted the racially
motivated  changes to the park. almost exactly as proposed by white community
re\idtn[s  on the hill.

Thtz mn!l\xlions  of the resident3 u,ho  made rhcx recommendations are laid out
clearly  In phrasing  typical of that  pentd  of t~nx  tn our American history. These
lc’tlcrh and documents are referenced In the h1ktor-y section of the full plan’ and some
arc ;il\o  included in the appcndlx  of thl\ document. The results of these changes and
~~IIc’Ic~  continue to nega~~\‘el~  rmpacr  the v1abillty  and aesthetic of the park. These
I<~N\c~  uill  not tx re\,ersed  unrll  the!, arc acknowledged and intentionally changed.

Rccommcndarion\  10 fund rehtomtron  of the Japanese Picnic  grounds; reduce and
chdn;c the sevcnry of secunt!  fcnclng  placement. frequency. and design; renew the
ndturrrl  park cnvlronment lncludtnl  axes\ to vlcw\;:  and ensure that the Beacon Hill
communltv  can gather and cclctxlrtc  freclv  m natural settings at Jefferson Park. will
pl+ an Iniponanr  role  In rever\lnp rhc In&cts  of unJust  historical changes to the
park.

’ Thy Jcllcrum i’urk C’owqv i‘1.m &xc\ not  Include  the tcngthy  secnons on the hIstory of the park  and

sJdltlon;ll  rC\carL,h  on &C p.wL. II I\ Ihc rnwmlon  of the Jefferson  Park Alliance  to publish  a second  full

ptltn H lth thaw .&tlllorul  wx.Ilcln\ For purpow~ of the tiorlh Beacon  Hill Planning  Association,  1999

nclghhortw~d plan.  thl\ ulnirpl  plan 14 3Jcqua~  and con[ams  all ofticul  recommendations of the planning
pwod
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Original Oimsted Brothers Plan for Jefferson Park
Jefferson Park Concept Plan
North Beacon Hill Planning Associahn  * Jefferson Park Planning Committee
Codtants:  Mumx Associates * Dennis  Tatc  Associates
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